THE ROUTE IN BEING	47
is not large enough to permit of a long run* The Mail
used to leave Ramadi at the crack of dawn on Fridays,
or even just before it was light, and hoped to reach
Ziza about eight hours later. By the time that the
aircraft approached the desert refuelling point at L.G. D,
86 miles short of Ziza, the decision had to be taken
whether they had enough petrol to carry them through
to Ziza* If they both had wireless one would ask the
other if it proposed to land or not. The amount of
petrol they had left would depend on how long they
had taken, which itself depended on the strength and
direction of the wind. In exceptional circumstances a
landing was made at L.G. V on the westbound journey,
and a small amount of petrol taken. The rule used
to be that if the aeroplane took as much as two hours
to reach L.G. V from Ramadi, which meant that it
was only making 56 miles an hour ground speed, then
a landing was made and a few gallons of petrol taken
to ensure being able to reach L.G. D if such a strong
adverse wind held all the way. This landing was only
necessary on rare occasions. It was, moreover, undesir-
able £o land in the desert unless it was absolutely unr
avoidable, because there was always a chance of a
puncture with camel-thorn, which meant putting on
the spare wheel that was carried, with a consequent
delay.
The Mail aircraft were met at Ziza by the party
from Amman with petrol and oil. With the help of
the crews the aeroplanes were filled up and given a
rapid look over to see that everything was trim. Some-
times one or two minor adjustments were necessary.
If anything had broken in flight the aeroplane would
send a wireless message to Ammarr and Ihe necessary

